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Professor & Head, 
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It gives me immense pleasure to write this Foreword to the 
Thesis, "Nafijlyar's Contribution to Srlvaisnavisni" written in Tamil 
by Mrs. Bhooma under my supervision and guidance, which has been 
awarded the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy by the University of 
Madras last year. Ever since she joined the Department as a student 
of the M. A. class in 1987, Mrs. Bhooma evinced keen interest in the 
works of the early Sifvaisnava acaryas whose contributions to the 
growth of the rf vaiseava religion and culture are of a high order. 
Consequent to her passing the M. A. Examination in Vaishnavism 
with flying colours, Mrs. Bhooma expressed her desire to do Ph. D. 
in our Department. In allotting to her the present topic, I thought I 
was just putting the right person to the right task. 

Nanjlyar (formerly known as Vedantia), an ardent disciple and 
devotee of the great Parasara Bhafta was the illustrious disciple of m 
illustrious preceptor. His contributions to the ^rivaiseava Philosophy 
in general and to the Manipravala commentarial tradition in particular, 
are highly valued for their lucid style and depth of thinking. The 
subtle display of erudition and humour which marks the commentary 
of Nanjlyar on the Tiravaymoli of Nammalvar, as also on the Kamiinun- 
sirattambu of Madhurakavi, paved the way as it were, for the later 
commentators to develop and perfect their own styles. There is no 
wonder that Nafijiyar's Onpadinayirappadi (9000-padi) on the 
Tiruvaymoli) earned the sobriquet "Ittai Inra mudal tay" (the first 
mother who gave birth to the Idu, the famous 36,000 commentary by 
Vadakkutliruveedhi PiUai). Nanpyar's famous discussions with his 
guru, Parasara and the excellent interpretations/answers offered by 



to the wise and significant -queries of his disciple en- 

ricfaed the vyikhyina-tmdillon of the rivai$$avas by the fragrance of 
scholarly and at the time, the spiritual dimensions of the 

That all this is the oetcome* of the great lead 
by Sn and Ms predecessors like YBmuna and is 

an undeniable fact of the History' of ^tfvaispavlsm. 

I Dr. for en- 

trusted to her with precision, .scholarship and all, 

la sweet and chaste Tamil, she has -the 

of to the &if vaiggava religion and 

acumen, she discusses the problem of the 

of to a of other works; the 

of to Pljlai; and throws a lot of on 

the and.Ntrvfilias which are the of the 

]!yar f s All the six are la a 

and the has her in a clear and 

On the whole, the work Is the product of a and 

study of all the available commentaries on the 
with io the of 

Nafijlyar, 

I am of the view that Dr. (Mrs) will her 

of the its allied literature and out 

the of her to the of all those in this 

of 

IE I for ffie of the 

that it has become the fashion of a few self-styled to 

& system as more theological than 

speaking, the Vedaalic schools are all basically 
When the concept of Brahman is presented by them either as 
or Nirguna, it is not merely by accident thai the Saguiia-concept is 
favoured by philosophers like Sri Ramaruija. All the Nirguaa are 
care of by describing Brahman as free from " Prftkfia" or "Heya" 
since one cannot think of .any entity, not to speak of 
as devoid of qualities. Philosophy divorced from Religion is a skel- 
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etoa with no spirit within. Likewise mere Religion without the philo- 
sophical basis is superstition. Sr! Raiaamija's system therefore should 
be "described as ReEgiops Philosophy or Fhilospphical Religion. Thai 
Ms system came in response to the real urge for a 'personal loving god 
who is fill of auspicious qualities -(saguga) .*nd devoid of all evils 
(rurgu$a) is a historical fact, a social necessity. Ideas flowed in on Sri 
RamSntija from a variety of sources - the Sanskrit scriptures, the Tamil 
Divyaprabandha literature, the Piiiaaas and the Againas. He coupled 
that rich knowledge with his own personal experience (anubhava) and 
the result is we have a wonderful system which satisfies the intellect 
and spirit of one and all, the learned and the laymen alike. 

The Absolute Brahman as pure knowledge of bliss (but not a 
possessor thereof) can at best be the highest in philosophical thinking 
but so long as that concept does not comfort us in our stress and 

strain, it becomes a mere intellectual diversion but not serious think- 
ing, says Dr. Radhakrishaan. RSmSnuja's stress on Bfaakti (Prapatii, 

its alternative) as the means of liberation satisfies the emotional and 
spiritual urge of a man. It, therefore, became an instant success with 
almost all the philosophers who followed him both logically and chro- 
nologically. 

I therefore welcome works of the present kind which highlight 
not only the religious exuberance of our ancient commentators but 
also the deep philosophical ideas which are clearly discernible in their 
works. After all, the religious and spiritual anubahava of anyone is 
beyond the questioning of someone who is oa a different wavelength 
of experience. This is what &n Saftkara himself asserts. It is therefore 
ia the fitness of things that ^n Rimanuja's ideas are gaining moie and 
more popularity among serious thinkers and writers all the world over. 

I congratulate Dr. Bhooma once again for her splendid work, 
which, I am sure, wiE win the approbation of the world of scholars. 
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